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If once accepts that sports occupy a prominent place in the American consciousness, then 
the past few years have been somewhat nightmarish. From professional athletes charged 
with domestic abuse and sexual assault to allegations of academic fraud by coaches and 
officials in university athletic departments to doping scandals and accusations of cheating 
at the Little League level, one could easily conclude that the culture of sports is broken. Yet 
if sports, as a microcosm of society, make visible our shortcomings, they also capture our 
better angels. As evidenced by the aftermath of the Boston Marathon bombing, sports can 
play a role in healing wounded communities. Historically, sports have contributed to 
breaking down barriers of race, gender, and sexuality, and stories about sports and athletes 
have long entertained and inspired young adult readers.  
 
This issue of SIGNAL Journal examines the role of sports in young adult literature. How do 
writers such as Chris Crutcher, Matt de la Peña, and Matthew Quick use sports as a platform 
to examine social issues? What questions should researchers and educators ask of young 
adult literature that focuses on sports? How are sports represented in television shows and 
films for adolescents? How can teachers pair sports-themed young adult literature with 
classic texts such as Pat Conroy’s My Losing Season or Bernard Malamud’s The Natural? 
How do young adult novels about sports or athletes reinforce or disrupt problematic 
assumptions about gender and sexuality? What do young adults stand to gain from reading 
sports-related non-fiction? How can educators use young adult literature about sports to 
engage students in critical conversations about social problems? How have young adult 
novels about sports changed or evolved over time? What is the legacy of writers such as 
Matt Christopher, John Tunnis, and Clair Bee, and in what ways are contemporary authors 
for young adults indebted to them? These are some of the questions that contributors 
might explore. SIGNAL Journal aspires to publish a balance of theoretical and practitioner 
oriented articles that are concerned with the study of young adult literature. Inquiries may 
be directed to Sean Connors at signaljournal@gmail.com. 
 
 


