
Does American Culture overemphasize competition and winning? (sports) 
(Death of a Salesman, etc.)  In the first column, please indicate your own 
opinion:  do you agree or disagree with the statement.  In the following 
columns record the answers of other people:  2 high school males, 2 high 
school females, 2 adult males, 2 adult females. Do NOT ask anyone in this 
class.  Do NOT ask anyone who has already responded to the statements. 
 
You   HSM-1  HSM-2   HSF-1   HSF-2   ADM -1 ADM-2   ADF-1   ADF-2    Total 
 
1.  Participation in sports builds character 
 
2.  Participation in sports reveals character 
3.  The stress placed on winning is 
 robbing us of what sports should 
 really be about/of what American culture 
 and community life should be about. 
4.  Athletics offer opportunities to 
 minority youth which they  
 would not otherwise have. 
5.  Minority athletes are more often 
 than not simply used and taken 
 advantage of by unscrupulous 
 managers and coaches 
6.  Sports offer excellent opportunities 
 for exercise. 
7.  Schools are too concerned with having 
 a winning team when they should be 
 concerned with providing health 
 education for students. 
8.  A winner never quits and a quitter never 
 wins. 
9.  When you get right down to basics,  
 winning is what sports are all about. 
10.  Only athletes with respectable grades 
 should be allowed to play. 
11.  When the going gets rough, the rough 
 get going. 
12.  A person who participates in  
 athletics is a richer human being 
 than one who does not. 
13. Pro athletes are nothing more than  

hired gladiators 
14. Sports teams are important to school 

spirit and complement academics. 
15. Educational institutions should not be  

in the business of supporting sports teams 
16. High schools should not support sports teams 

where CTE and brain injury can occur. 
17. Extracurricular activities like 

sports that involve only a few, and that do “cuts” 
should not be supported by public tax dollars 

18. Competition rewards the most worthy. 
19. 
20. 



	


