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International Sport YAL in Practice:  

Consideration of Two Postcolonial Titles 

 

Activities and Discussion Questions for Now Is the Time for Running 

* Research the Homeless World Cup to learn more about how this international soccer 

tournament offers players a more secure future following the match 

(www.homelessworldcup.org). 

* How is Deo’s participation on a South African team complicated given that he is not South 

African (and doesn’t wish to be)? What does this suggest about identity and sport and the nature 

of team composition in a postcolonial country?  

* Consider the fact that Deo first plays with a homemade soccer ball given to him by his 

grandfather. Although some might call him ill-equipped, he makes it work with what he has 

available. What might this say about the importance of sport across socioeconomic classes? 

What might this reveal about the industry of sport and the associated gear, equipment, 

paraphernalia—and desire for profits? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.homelessworldcup.org)/
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Activities and Discussion Questions for Out of Shadows 

* Nelson is recruited for the National Junior Team for running in Zimbabwe.  Explore the paths 

to Olympic success taken by other Zimbabwean runners by researching an athlete of interest: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Olympic_athletes_of_Zimbabwe. 

* This novel highlights how sport can be used as an excuse to divide people rather than bring 

them together—with extreme consequences. Does competition bring out the best in people? The 

worst? Are rivalries in sport inherently dangerous? 

* In the few instances where we hear Nelson’s voice, he tells Robert, “I just love running” (p. 

32) and that his training for the National Junior Team is “the best thing ever” (p. 36). His 

comments intimate the pure joy that can be found through engagement with sport. Does such joy 

exist? Is sport too strongly influenced by political and social forces that taint this joy? Have we 

lost something pure and good in our modern vision of sport? 

* Characters in this novel are impacted by the controversial rule of Robert Mugabe, the president 

of Zimbabwe. Mugabe once said, “Cricket civilizes people and creates good gentlemen. I want 

everyone to play cricket in Zimbabwe; I want ours to be a nation of gentlemen.” After reading 

the articles below, consider the truth of his claims.  Do you agree that sport can influence 

character? Do you think Mugabe is genuine in his intentions? Can (and should) political leaders 

use sport to their advantage? 

http://www.npr.org/2014/02/23/281543276/hero-or-dictator-mugabe-after-34-years-at-

zimbabwes-helm and  

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/dec/13/worlddispatch.chrismcgreal  

 

To read the full paper, please see Glenn, W. J. (2016). Vying for position: The role of sport in 

postcolonial young adult literature.  SIGNAL: International Reading Association, 39(2), 28-33. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Olympic_athletes_of_Zimbabwe
http://www.npr.org/2014/02/23/281543276/hero-or-dictator-mugabe-after-34-years-at-zimbabwes-helm
http://www.npr.org/2014/02/23/281543276/hero-or-dictator-mugabe-after-34-years-at-zimbabwes-helm
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/dec/13/worlddispatch.chrismcgreal
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A Sampling of International YA Titles Centered on Sport 

 

Crossan, Sarah (England). (2013). The weight of water. New York, NY: Bloomsbury. [Originally 

published by Bloomsbury Publishing, Great Britain in 2012] 

 Kasienka and her mother emigrate from Poland to the UK. While her mother searches for  

her husband who left ahead of them a few years prior, Kasienka tries to fit in in a new 

school.  She finds solace in swimming and a friendship with a young man.  Written in 

verse poetry. Grades 6+ 

 

Hofmeyr, David (Dystopian desert landscape). (2015). Stone rider. New York, NY: Delacorte. 

[Simultaneously published by Penguin, Ltd., London in 2015] 

A young man loses his brother to violence committed by local bullies. He commits to 

racing his motorbike in a dangerous cross-country tournament to win a ticket to a better 

life. He is befriended by a mysterious teen boy and falls in love with the sister of his 

enemies. Fast-paced, futuristic. Addresses issues of social class and power. Grades 9+ 

 

Sutcliffe, William (Israel and Palestine). (2013). The wall: A modern fable. New York, NY: 

Walker. [Originally published by Bloomsbury, Great Britain in 2013] 

Joshua lives in a brand new home with his mother and stepfather. When chasing a soccer 

ball that goes over the wall, he finds a secret passage to a world of noise and history and 

poverty and life, a place where he is not allowed.  When he finds himself in danger, Leila 

offers refuge, setting in motion a growing relationship between Joshua, Leila, and her 

family. Political in tone and sympathetic to Palestine. Grades 7+ 

 

Wallace, Jason (Africa/England). (2011). Out of shadows. New York, NY: Holiday House.  

[Originally published by Andersen Press Limited, London in 2010] 

Robert Jacklin describes his boyhood experiences moving from England and living in 

Zimbabwe in 1983 following the war of independence. Robert becomes friends with 

Nelson Ndube, a local boy attending the same boarding school. However, for many of his 

white classmates, an unofficial war between the once-colonized and the colonizers 

continues, and this friendship is seen as suspect. Robert begins to spend more time with 

Ivan, a bully who leads a band of mean-spirited White boys who don’t believe the newly-

liberated Africans deserve their freedom. Robert witnesses—and becomes increasingly 

involved with—acts of violence grounded in racism. Grades 9+ 

 

Williams, Michael (South Africa). (2011). Now is the time for running.  New York, NY: Little, 

Brown. [Originally published as The Billion Dollar Soccer Ball by Maskew Miller Longman, 

South Africa in 2009] 

Two brothers, Innocence and Deo, flee the violence and uncertainty of post-colonial 

Zimbabwe to find more hopeful life circumstances and their missing father in South 

Africa. Their voyage takes them on the road as hidden cargo, across a raging river where 

thieves await them on the other side, to a farm where they work long days for little 

income, to Johannesburg where they are told to leave and never come back, and then to 

Alexandra Township where they take refuge in a community living under a bridge. When 

violence against foreigners in South Africa results in the murder of Innocent, Deo loses 

hope, turns to glue as a means to forget his grief, and sleeps on the streets. His fate shifts, 
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however, with the arrival of Salie, a coach recruiting players to represent South Africa in 

the upcoming Street Soccer World Cup tournament. Grades 9+ 

 

 


