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Why teach sports poetry?   

● Provides multiple entry points for students to access literature 

● Often describes the intersectionality of literature, sport, culture, society, and 

sexuality, and/or race 

● Illuminates relationships between and among families, friends, self, and 

community 

“Autumn Begins in Martins Ferry, Ohio”  

  by James Wright 

In the Shreve High football stadium,  

I think of Polacks nursing long beers in Tiltonsville,  

And gray faces of Negroes in the blast furnace at Benwood,  

And the ruptured night watchman of Wheeling Steel,  

Dreaming of heroes.  

 

All the proud fathers are ashamed to go home,  

Their women cluck like starved pullets,  

Dying for love.  

 

Therefore,  

Their sons grow suicidally beautiful  

At the beginning of October,  

And gallop terribly against each other’s bodies.
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Sports Poems:  Non-print images to pair with the poems:  

Running 

● “To an Athlete Dying Young” by 

A.E. Housman 

● “Wish you were here” by Rachel 

Zucker 

● “The Song of the Ungirt Runners” by 

Charles Hamilton Sorley 

Basketball 

● “Talk” by Terrance Hayes 

● “Slam, Dunk, & Hook” by Yusef 

Komunyakaa 

● “Fast Break” by Edward Hirsch 

● The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 

● “Dear Basketball” by Kobe Bryant 

Football 

● “After School, Street Football, 

Eighth Grade” by Dennis Cooper 

● “Wide Receiver” by Mark Halliday 

● “Football Dreams” by Jacqueline 

Woodson 

● “American Football” by Richard 

Katrovas 

Baseball 

● “Casey at Bat” by Ernest Lawrence 

Thayer 

● “A Poem about Baseballs” by Denis 

Johnson 

● “Baseball and Writing” by Marianne 

Moore 

● “The Crowd at the Ballgame” by 

William Wordsworth 

 

● Runner at the Goal by Paul Klee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Unity by Kehinde Wiley 

 

 

● The Football Players by Henri 

Rousseau 

 

 

 

 

 

● Baseball at Night by Morris Kantor 

● The Three Umpires by Norman 

Rockwell 

 

Possible Activities:  

- Activating Activity: Introduce an anchor text with a sports poem and have the students 

write a poem about that sport that emulates the author’s form and style.   

- Pair a poem with visual art: Ask students what each piece is “saying” and how each 

piece would change if its subject were the other medium.   

- The Most Important Word: Use Kylene Beers’ Most Important Word graphic 

organizer to illuminate the effect one word can have on a single poem. 

 


