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hy use sports current events in the classroom? 

 

Per the Common Core State Standards, by a student’s senior year in high school 70% 
of all reading should be nonfiction.  Students often complete current events in their science 
classes and in their social studies/history classes, but why not have students do the same in 
their English classes AND make it something meaningful, engaging, and thought provoking at 
the same time?  In our Sports Literature class, we have the luxury of assigning current events 
every other week, but there is no reason why you shouldn’t supplement your curriculum with 
sports currents events that will get the boys AND the girls thinking, talking, and writing 
critically.  The benefits of using current events are the regular practice of:  close reading and 
annotating, application of correct MLA citation format, development of thesis statements and 
truisms, incorporation of reliable sources, and student engagement of current social issues. 

 

ow do you use sports current events in your classroom? 

 

Current events can be assigned one of two ways:  
1. You can preselect the article for the students to read and write about. 
2. You can give students possible themes/topics to choose from and upon which to base 

their articles.  Some of the themes/topics we use in the classroom are: team unity, hero 
worship, accepting outcomes, fellowship and courage, physical health, competition, 
violence, sportsmanship, fraud and corruption, commercialism, racism, and gender 
equality.   

 

Sites that we commonly use are New York Times, CNN, ESPN, and Newsela.  (Newsela is a 
great resource if you have younger students because you can change the Lexile levels of the 
articles). 
 

What kinds of assignments work well with current events? 

1. Article analysis where students can learn to analyze an article with pre-reading, during 
reading, and post reading activities, with an emphasis on close reading and 
annotating.  Small group to whole class discussion would follow. (See sample worksheet 
at back of packet) 

2. Juxtaposition of articles against outside sources, to include: assigned novels, short 
stories, non-fiction essays, personal experience, and documentaries. 

3. Socratic seminars 
4. Debates developed from controversial topics 
5. Research topics and presentations developed from current events 
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Examples of assignments we’ve assigned: 

Bleachers As Satire-Close, guided reading of John Grisham’s novel, through a satirical lens, 
drawing comparisons between the novel and preselected current event articles supplied by the 
teacher.  

Bleachers 

By John Grisham 

 

Though it may not have been what Grisham intended, your job is to consider this story through a 
satirical lens, juxtaposing the novel’s plot against the backdrop of modern high school and 
collegiate football. You must craft an argument on the shared idolatry and then draw significant 
comparisons between the fictional world of the Messina Spartans, and the sadly realistic settings of 
Florida State University, the University of North Carolina, Sayreville, NJ and Steubenville, OH.  

 

Points to consider as you read: 
 

 How is the treatment of Neely Crenshaw and his peers eerily similar to the treatment received by 
the athletes at the aforementioned schools?  

 

 Is the success of a football team prized over all other endeavors, often to the detriment of the school 
or community? 

 

 Is there a palpable misogyny extant in each of these examples, and are women held in the same 
regard as men?   

 

 Do the coaches and teachers act as positive role models for the students in their care, or are they 
swept up in the culture of worship as well?  

 

 Do the legal authorities show overt favoritism to the star players, even at the expense of other 
citizens? 

 

 Does the blanket idolatry bestowed upon these young men disallow them from being fully 
assimilated into a functional society? Are they instead held above and beyond society’s reproach?  

 

 Is the forgiveness granted, equivalent to forgiveness earned? Or does America’s overpowering 
culture of “football above all else” supersede the perpetrator’s need to express remorse?  

 

It is imperative that you pull from outside sources for this essay. You need not hit all of the bulleted 
points, and in fact a better essay may narrow its focus to one of these bullets that is fully researched 
and clarified.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Suggested links to articles to use for this assignment: 
 

-At Florida State, Football Clouds Justice by Mike McIntyre and Walt Bogdanich 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/12/us/florida-state-football-casts-shadow-over-tallahassee-
justice.html 
-UNC athletics finds 18 years of academic fraud to keep athletes playing by Sara Ganim and Devon 
M. Sayers 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/22/us/unc-report-academic-fraud/index.html 

-Sayreville High School Arrests Divide a Town that Lived for Football by Kate  

Zernike and Nate Schweber 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/13/nyregion/arrests-divide-a-town-that-lived-for-
football-sayreville-war-memorial-high-school.html 

-Four more charged as part of rape case by Associated Press 

http://espn.go.com/espn/story/_/id/10034655/four-more-charged-steubenville-ohio-rape-
case 
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Should Student Athletes Unionize?- After reading the article “UConn guard on unions: I go to 
bed ‘starving’” by Sara Ganim(http://www.cnn.com/2014/04/07/ 

us/ncaa-basketball-finals-shabazz-napier-hungry/index.html), determine what your stance is on the 
topic and then locate and annotate two articles that either support or refute the notion that student 
athletes should be allowed to unionize and get paid to play.  Write a 1 to 1 ½ page (single spaced) 
letter to Mark Emmert, President of the NCAA, detailing your stance on the topic.  Use evidence from 
the articles for support of your opinion.  For an extension, view the documentary “Schooled: The Price 
of College Sports” and incorporate evidence from the film in your response.  Be sure to include copies 
of your print sources, complete with detailed annotations.  Proper MLA format and a works cited page 
is required. 
 

Concussions and Contact Sports-  “Head Games” 

Read and annotate the article “High schools tackle football concussions after NFL lawsuit settlement” 
by Elizabeth Landau.  Be prepared to discuss your thoughts during a class discussion tomorrow that 
will precede a viewing of the documentary, “Head Games.”   
 
During the film you will note the arguments made about contact sports, either taking notes on lined 
paper or on a T-Chart.  Questions to ponder and answer while viewing would include, but not be 
limited to: What is the director’s stance on the subject?  How do we know?  What evidence is provided 
to us to prove that?  Note what you think of the topic.  Have you had a concussion (or two) 
before?  What impact did it have on you?  Or, do you know others who have concussed before?  What 
have they said about the experience?  
 

After viewing the documentary, locate two additional related articles that discuss the dangers of 
contact sports.  Use those articles and the documentary to craft a response in which you discuss your 
opinion of the dangers of contact sports.  You must cite two quotations per article in your TYPED 
response.   
 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/08/30/health/high-school-football-safety/index.html 

 

Other compelling topics that have been well received by students 

 

 Power/trust dynamics between coach and athlete (symbolic of parent/child, teacher/student) 
 Bullying and the culture of hazing 
 Idolatry and celebrity culture  
 Role of the athlete/coach/team in the community 
 Evolving role of women in sport 
 Teamwork 
 Learning morals and ethics through the vehicle of sport 
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(Article Analysis Worksheet Sample) 

 

Name:       Class:   Date: 
 

Title:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Author or Byline:______________________________________________________________ 

Pre-Reading 

1. Look at the title of the article.  What are two questions that you have about the article based on the 
title? 
a)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading 

1. After every few paragraphs, stop to check comprehension.  If you understand what you read, put a 
“+” next to the paragraphs.  If you do not quite comprehend, denote a “-“. 

2. Circle words you do not know.  Select three of them to write below and then define them. 
a)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c)_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      3) Write comments in the margins.  Add comments noting whether you agree, disagree with certain    
            statements.  Note questions that you have as you read.  Make connections to the text.  In other       
             words, annotate, annotate, annotate!!!   
After Reading 

1. Look at the two questions you posed in the “Pre-Reading” activity.  Were they answered in your 
reading of the article?  If so, please provide the answers in the spaces below. 
a)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) What is the author’s purpose in writing this article?  Provide evidence from the article to 
support the author’s purpose.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Select the quotation that you believe to be the most essential (important) to the article.  Copy the 
quotation below and then explain WHY you selected the quotation.  Be specific, detailed in your response. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Turn 

What do you think about this topic?  Write two-three paragraph response detailing your feelings about 
the topic.  Provide your response in the space below or on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


