
Are Athletes Above the Law? Critical Examinations of Justice and Sports Culture  

 

Are athletes above the law? In a Sports English class, students attempted to answer this question by 

studying the cases of professional athletes who had been accused of crimes. This class was taught by three 

pre-service teachers and a professor from Brigham Young University. The purpose of this course was to provide 

a high-interest, inquiry based class for students with an interest in sports who also happened to struggle with 

reading and writing.  

 

Objectives and Standards 

Students will be able to… 

❖ Annotate informational texts to find the central idea and author’s purpose (RI 10.2) 

❖ Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric to make an argument (RI 10.6) 

❖ Make a claim to answer an essential question (W 10.7) 

❖ Gather sources to support the claim (W 10.7, W 10.9) 

❖ Verbally make a claim and support with evidence (SL 10.4)  

 

What students did 

❖ Chose a well-known athlete who had been accused of a crime 

❖ Researched the athlete, found articles on the case, and used close reading strategies to 

determine the central ideas and author’s purpose of each article  

❖ Made a claim about whether or not their case supported or challenged the widespread belief that 

athletes are above the law 

❖ Presented the case via written evidence and visuals (all researched and found online) to the class  

❖ Defended stance on the essential question in a debate  

Articles 

❖ Athletes above the law? 

➢ http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2011/12/sport 

➢ http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/01/should-character-matter-in-pro-sports/a

thletes-get-off-easy-when-they-are-violent 

➢ http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/01/should-character-matter-in-pro-sports/t

he-problem-of-violent-athletes-is-exaggerated 

➢ http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/01/should-character-matter-in-pro-sports/

we-all-share-responsibility-for-a-culture-of-sports-violence 

➢ http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/01/should-character-matter-in-pro-sports/c

riminal-players-put-the-entire-nfl-at-risk 

➢ http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/09/we-felt-like-we-were-above-the-l

aw-how-the-ncaa-endangers-women/280004/2/ (Using women to recruit male athletes ) 

❖ Should character matter in professional sports? 

➢ http://www.forbes.com/sites/marcedelman/2014/01/30/21-reasons-why-student-athletes-are-

employees-and-should-be-allowed-to-unionize/ 

➢ http://www.thelance.org/4042/sports/athletes-above-the-law/ (high school example)  

➢ http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2013/04/21/michigan-high-school-protects-student-athlete-at

-expense-of-rape-victim/ (high school example)  

❖ Should college athletes be paid? 

➢ http://www.usnews.com/debate-club/should-ncaa-athletes-be-paid 

➢ http://magazines.scholastic.com/news/2014/10/Should-College-Athletes-be-Paid 

❖ How should the NFL respond to accusations of domestic violence? 
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➢ http://www.cnn.com/2014/09/09/us/nfl-players-domestic-violence-accusations/ 

➢ http://fivethirtyeight.com/datalab/the-rate-of-domestic-violence-arrests-among-nfl-players/  

❖ How does gender influence perceptions of guilt and innocence? 

➢ Hope Solo – Women’s Soccer Goalie 

■ http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/early-lead/wp/2014/09/19/hope-solo-and-the-

domestic-violence-case-no-one-is-talking-about/ 

■ http://nypost.com/2014/10/06/double-standard-allows-soccer-star-hope-solo-to-stay-i

n-the-game/ 

■ http://www.foxnews.com/sports/2014/09/24/unlike-nfl-cases-hope-solo-plays-with-do

mestic-violence-charges-pending/ 

➢ Tonya Harding – figure skater  

■ http://bleacherreport.com/articles/1887592-harding-kerrigan-20-years-later-remember

ing-the-stunning-life-changing-attack  

■ https://www.crimemuseum.org/crime-library/sports-crimes-2/tonya-harding/  

 

Nonfiction texts 

❖ OJ: Made in America- Five part 30 for 30 ESPN documentary  

❖ Only The Strong Survive (The Odyssey of Allen Iverson) by Larry Platt, Mitchell Fink, and Lois 

Mathius  

 

Fiction Texts  

❖ Basketball 

➢ Ball Don’t Lie by Matt De La Pena  

➢ Learning The Game by Kevin Waltman 

➢ Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper 

❖ Soccer 

➢ Kick by Walter Dean Myers 

➢ Out of Nowhere Maria Padian 

❖ Football 

➢ Crackback by John Coy 

➢ Crossing Lines by Paul Volponi  

➢ Gym Candy by Carl Deuker 

➢ Inexcusable by Chris Lynch 

❖ Baseball  

➢ Inexcusable by Chris Lynch 

➢ Heart of a Champion Carl Deuker  

 

 

Contact info: 

Caroline Howard 

Salem Junior High School 

caroline.howard@nebo.edu 
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